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FOREWORD 


WHEN  the  suggestion  was  first  made  that  representatives  of 
the  world’s  living  religions  be  brought  together  to  discuss 
ways  and  means  for  promoting  world  peace,  it  was  looked  upon 
as  an  impossible  dream. 

Since  1924  the  original  proposal  has  taken  definite  shape,  so 
that  today  it  is  more  than  a vision.  The  proposed  conference  bids 
fair  to  become  one  of  the  greatest  events  in  the  religious  life  of 
our  generation. 

A preliminary  conference  was  held  in  Geneva  in  1928  with 
191  delegates  brought  together  from  the  ends  of  the  earth  and 
representing  the  varied  religions.  It  was  agreed  that  an  organi- 
zation should  be  created;  that  the  purpose  should  be  solely  to 
devise  ways  and  means  to  bring  to  bear  upon  the  problems  of 
peace  and  war  the  weight  of  the  world’s  idealism  as  expressed  in 
its  religions. 

The  Executive  Committee  elected  at  Geneva  met  in  Paris 
later  in  the  year,  in  Frankfort,  Germany,  in  August,  1929,  and 
again  in  Berne,  Switzerland,  in  August,  1930. 

At  the  Berne  Meeting  it  was  decided  to  hold  the  World 
Conference  in  Washington,  D.  C.,  in  November,  1932.  At  this 
Conference  each  religion  will  be  asked  to  state  its  teachings  on 
peace;  what  it  is  doing  to  inculcate  these  teachings  among  its 
followers;  how  far  it  can  go  in  uniting  in  a common  crusade  to 
establish  international  relationships  on  a peace  footing  and  to 
outlaw  war.  The  conference  will  create  a great  world  sentiment 
in  behalf  of  the  things  for  which  vital  religion  stands.  Its  uni- 
versality will  make  it  appealing  beyond  anything  that  has  yet 
been  attempted. 

This  is  the  hour  for  the  accomplishment  of  this  supreme 
task.  Humanity  awaits  a message  and  a program  which  will 
bring  it  to  pass.  The  religions  of  the  world  must  rise  to  this  great 
opportunity.  Not  only  will  it  be  worth  doing,  but  it  will  be 
worth  all  that  it  will  cost.  When  the  nations  are  being  bled 
white  to  pay  for  war,  surely  those  who  believe  in  the  power  of 
religion  to  prevent  war  should  be  ready  and  eager  to  see  through 
this  high  purpose. 


The  Berne  Meeting 


HE  Executive  Committee  of  the  World  Conference  for  In- 


ternational Peace  Through  Religion  held  its  sessions  from 
August  12th  to  15  th,  in  the  Parliament  House  at  Berne,  by  invi- 
tation of  the  Swiss  Government.  Sixty-two  members  attended, 
representing  every  continent  and  the  major  religious  groups, 
while  Christians  included  Catholics  and  Protestants. 

Washington,  D.  C.,  was  unanimously  selected  as  the  place 
for  a World  Conference  for  International  Peace  Through  Re- 
ligion, to  be  held  from  November  10  to  24,  1932.  In  choosing 
Washington,  the  Executive  Committee  cordially  accepted  the 
invitation  of  the  American  Congressional  Committee  asking  that 
the  World  Conference  fit  itself  in  as  a part  of  the  George  Wash- 
ington Bi-Centenary  celebrations,  which  will  be  held  thoughout 
the  year  1932  in  America. 

The  decisions  at  Berne  clearly  show  that  the  preparations 
for  the  Conference  point  to  a world-wide  movement,  rather  than 
the  holding  of  a single  meeting.  The  Washington  Conference 
will  therefore  be  considered  as  the  next  step  forward  in  the  hope 
that  within  a few  years  there  can  be  held  a second  conference 
somewhere  in  the  Far  East — possibly  Tokyo;  this  is  to  be  fol- 
lowed at  a later  date  by  a still  greater  gathering,  at  Geneva  or 
some  other  central  European  point. 

In  addition  to  the  other  members  of  the  Executive  Commit- 
tee, there  were  present:  Mr.  A.  Yusuf  Ali;  Mr.  C.  F.  Andrews, 
representing  Dr.  Rabindranath  Tagore;  Professor  E.  Tomomatsu, 
representing  Baron  Sakatani;  Father  Francis  J.  Haas;  Professor 
J.  W.  Hauer;  Mr.  G.  A.  Johnston,  of  the  International  Labour 
Office;  Dr.  F.  Keller,  of  Freiburg  University;  Bishop  Adolf  Kury, 
of  the  Old  Catholic  Church;  Dr.  William  P.  Merrill;  M.  Hubert 
de  Montbrison;  Senator  Rabbi  Rubenstein,  of  Poland;  Sir  Francis 
Younghusband;  and  Professor  S.  de  Madariaga. 

Apologies  were  received  from  Councillor  Lindt,  President 
of  the  City  Council  of  Berne;  his  Beatitude  Dionysius,  the  Met- 
ropolitan of  Warsaw;  Dr.  S.  Parkes  Cadman;  Dame  Rachel 
Crowdy;  Professor  Dr.  Albert  Einstein;  The  Chief  Rabbi,  Dr. 
J.  H.  Hertz;  Professor  R.  M.  Joshi;  Mr.  Paul  Kellogg;  the  Bishop 
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of  Liverpool;  Bishop  W.  F.  McDowell;  Professor  F.  Maurette; 
Dr.  Cyril  Norwood;  Mr.  A.  A.  Paul;  Mr.  K.  T.  Paul;  Mr.  E.  J. 
Phelan;  Dr.  W.  A.  de  Silva,  of  Ceylon;  Professor  S.  Radakrish- 
nan; Sir.  J.  Arthur  Thomson;  and  the  Rev.  T.  Rhondda  Wil- 
liams. 

Report  of  the  General  Secretary 

Dr.  Henry  A.  Atkinson,  General  Secretary,  in  reporting  on 
the  widespread  growth  of  interest  in  the  aim  of  the  Movement, 
especially  in  Asia,  said: 

"Following  the  Conference  in  Frankfort  last  year,  imme- 
diate steps  were  taken  to  complete  the  list  of  officials  and  mem- 
bers of  the  various  Committees  and  Commissions  of  the  World 
Conference.  Presidents  include  the  Rev.  S.  Parkes  Cadman,  for- 
mer President  of  the  Federal  Council  of  Churches  of  Christ  in 
America;  Professor  Dr.  Albert  Einstein,  Berlin,  Germany;  Baron 
Sakatani,  member  of  the  Japanese  House  of  Peers  and  former 
Mayor  of  Tokyo;  Dr.  Rabindranath  Tagore,  India;  and  the  Rt. 
Rev.  the  Lord  Bishop  of  Liverpool. 

"Two  major  problems  have  faced  us  this  last  year;  the  first 
was  to  clarify  the  aims  and  purpose  of  the  Conference;  the  sec- 
ond to  make  the  Conference  known  to  as  wide  a constituency  as 
possible.  The  first  task  was  simplified  by  the  proceedings  at 
Frankfort.  Since  our  meeting  there  it  has  been  easier  to  define 
the  exact  purpose  we  have  in  mind.  One  complication  is  that 
there  are  so  many  allied  causes  equally  good  and  equally  impor- 
tant, that  it  is  difficult  to  keep  this  Movement  to  its  main  pur- 
pose. It  is  not  criticism  of  the  purposes  sought  by  other  enter- 
prises to  refuse  to  include  them  in  the  sphere  of  our  own  plan. 

"From  the  London  Office  a very  large  amount  of  correspon- 
dence has  been  carried  on  not  only  with  the  British  Isles  but 
with  the  rest  of  the  world.  Since  the  Geneva  meeting,  eleven 
hundred  copies  of  the  book  report  of  that  Conference — 'The 
World’s  Religions  Against  War’ — were  distributed.  Thirty- 
eight  newspapers  and  magazines  in  England,  covering  various 
religious  and  peace  organizations,  gave  publicity  to  the  Geneva 
Conference.  There  is  now  a mailing  list  in  the  London  Office  of 
some  300  in  the  British  Empire  who  have  asked  for  further  in- 
formation and  are  only  waiting  to  hear  definite  information 
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regarding  the  time  and  place  of  the  Conference,  and  other 
details,  before  offering  further  service  in  their  own  circle. 

"In  America  we  have  held  a number  of  successful  confer- 
ences, and  have  secured  much  support.  Acting  as  Secretary  for 
the  Conference,  I made  a trip  across  the  country  and  delivered 
about  forty  addresses  during  this  last  winter.  Then  later  in 
the  spring  I went  to  a number  of  other  different  points  through- 
out the  nation.  The  Conference  was  discussed  in  group  meet- 
ings, and  has  now  come  to  be  recognized  as  one  of  the  going 
concerns  in  the  religious  field.  The  radio  has  been  effectively 
used.  Both  Dr.  Cadman  and  Dr.  Fosdick  have  spoken  on  the 
subject  to  the  entire  nation.  An  offer  has  been  made  by  the 
Radio  Broadcasting  Corporation  to  our  Committee  to  furnish 
ten  speakers  on  subsequent  Sundays  to  discuss  some  phase  of  this 
theme,  all  looking  forward  to  the  holding  of  the  World  Con- 
ference. 

"Mr.  Allen  P.  Ames,  who  has  charge  of  our  publicity  work, 
has  arranged  a series  of  interviews  with  20  men  prominent  in 
public  life.  These  interviews  are  to  be  syndicated,  and  will  be 
published  in  the  leading  newspapers  of  the  country.  Through  the 
representatives  of  the  Foreign  Press  Association,  we  have  been 
able  to  keep  in  touch  with  what  is  being  done  in  other  countries, 
and  plan  to  send  out  regular  information  regarding  the  progres- 
sive development  of  the  plans  of  the  Conference. 

"This  last  winter  a group  of  American  students  visited 
India,  and  while  they  were  there  conferred  with  the  leading 
members  of  our  India  Committee.  Mr.  A.  A.  Paul  of  Madras, 
has  been  elected  Secretary,  and  is  devoting  a great  deal  of  time 
to  the  work.  I have  had  long  communications  from  him  as  well 
as  other  prominent  men  and  women.  The  situation  in  India  is 
difficult,  and  the  way  out  does  not  seem  very  clear.  The  most 
hopeful  thing,  however,  is  that  the  religious  leaders  still  cling  to 
their  faith  that  there  can  be  found  a peaceable  solution  and  that 
the  religious  forces  must  lead  the  way. 

"The  work  that  this  Committee  is  attempitng  to  do  is  com- 
plicated by  some  of  the  most  serious  difficulties  that  have  ever 
faced  humanity.  Wherever  one  turns  one  finds  cynicism  in  the 
face  of  existing  conditions,  and  scepticism  regarding  any  possi- 
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bility  of  a peaceful  future.  That  conditions  are  not  favorable 
is  true,  but  if  we  were  living  in  an  era  of  peace  and  there  were 
no  world  problems,  there  would  be  no  reason  for  our  plans  and 
our  work.  These  very  difficulties,  and  the  insistence  that  we 
find  some  solution,  make  the  work  of  our  organization  all  the 
more  important.  But  it  is  no  easy  task  that  faces  us.  Economic 
conditions  are  bad  ail  the  world  over.  At  a time  when  the  in- 
dustries of  the  world  should  be  taxed  to  their  utmost  capacity 
to  build  up  what  was  destroyed  during  the  years  of  war,  we  find 
the  wheels  slowing  down  or  that  they  have  come  to  a complete 
stop.  A survey  of  the  world’s  political  life  gives  little  comfort 
for  the  future.  China  is  in  such  disorder  that  even  were  there 
put  into  operation  today  a plan  whereby  the  country  could  come 
to  normal  life  and  a stable  Government  be  established,  it  would 
take  50  years  for  any  appreciable  improvement  to  be  effected. 
India,  with  her  threat,  presents  a challenge  not  only  to  the  British 
Empire  but  to  the  present  form  of  stabilized  Government 
throughout  the  rest  of  the  world.  The  recognized  balance  of 
power,  whereby  the  larger  nations  control  the  destinies  of  all 
people  in  the  lesser  countries  throughout  the  earth,  cannot  be 
brought  to  an  end  without  causing  a revolution  more  far-reach- 
ing in  its  effect  than  any  that  has  ever  transpired  heretofore  in 
the  history  of  the  world.  Palestine,  Egypt,  all  the  Near  East  and 
Middle  East,  are  seething  with  discontent.  Russia  presents  an- 
other serious  problem;  and  the  experiment  being  carried  on  by  a 
people  as  great  as  the  Russians,  and  over  such  a wide  area,  what- 
ever may  be  its  outcome,  will  profoundly  affect  the  future  of 
mankind.  The  ancient  disputes  over  boundaries,  nationalism, 
racial  and  linguistic  rights  and  privileges  in  Central  and  South- 
ern Europe,  have  not  abated,  but  have  lost  some  of  their  world 
appeal  in  face  of  these  larger  issues.  Taken  altogether  the  situa- 
tion that  faces  us  is  a serious  one.  Were  we  not  mindful  of  this 
fact  we  should  not  be  worthy  of  a place  on  this  Committee. 
This  is  no  time  for  false  optimism,  but  on  the  other  hand  I be- 
lieve that  this  is  not  a time  for  religious-minded  folk  to  give  up 
to  despair.  Every  major  problem  that  faces  humanity  today  has 
in  it  elements  that  defy  any  solution  other  than  that  based  on  a 
recognition  of  spiritual  values.  The  religions  of  the  world  have 
at  their  command  the  forces  for  helping  humanity  at  this  junc- 
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ture  of  world  affairs.  If  the  combined  religious,  moral  and 
spiritual  resources  of  mankind  co-ordinated  and  brought  to  bear 
upon  these  problems  cannot  help,  then  there  is  no  help  possible. 
This  is  a day  that  tries  men’s  souls;  a day  of  difficulties.  But  it 
is  a day  that  challenges  faith,  and  I believe  if  we  stand  together 
we  can  make  some  contribution  that  will  be  to  the  lasting  benefit 
of  the  world,  and  will  most  certainly  help  to  reinforce  that  love 
of  religion  which  is  inherent  in  every  human  heart.” 

The  Japanese  National  Committee 

In  April,  1930,  the  Japanese  National  Committee  of  the 
World  Conference  for  International  Peace  Through  Religion, 
consisting  mainly  of  members  of  the  Permanent  Religious  Com- 
mittee of  the  League  of  Nations  Association  of  Japan,  the  Japan 
Religious  Association,  and  the  Kiitsu  Kyokai  (Concordia  So- 
ciety, another  association  of  religionists)  was  formed.  Baron 
Sakatani,  the  Japanese  President  of  the  World  Conference,  pre- 
sided at  the  first  general  meeting  in  June,  held  at  the  Japan 
Industrial  Club,  Tokyo.  Thirty-two  committeemen  attended, 
including  those  who  came  over  from  Kyoto  and  Nara;  Mr. 
Nishiyama,  chief  of  the  Bureau  of  Religious  Affairs  of  the  De- 
partment of  Education;  Mr.  Matsuo,  chief  of  the  section  of 
Religious  Business;  Mr.  Tsurumi,  Secretary  of  the  Department 
of  Foreign  Affairs;  and  Mr.  Aoki,  chief  of  the  Tokyo  Bureau 
of  the  League  of  Nations. 

In  a closing  speech  Baron  Sakatani  said  that  he  was  deeply 
moved  by  the  enthusiasm  of  religious  men  of  other  countries  who 
dared  to  visit  foreign  countries  in  order  to  promote  peace 
through  religion.  Considering  that  Japan  should  not  be  outdone 
by  other  countries  in  this  line  of  work,  he  had  been  participat- 
ing with  a firm  faith  in  the  organizing  of  this  Committee. 

A meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  the  Japanese 
Committee  followed  at  the  end  of  June,  at  which  the  following 
reports  were  received: 

(1)  Baron  Sakatani  decided  to  accept  the  proposal  of  the  World  Execu- 
tive Committee  which  had  recommended  that  he  be  one  of  the  six  Presidents 
of  the  said  Conference. 

(2)  The  Rev.  Dr.  Axling,  Dr.  Yamakawa  and  Count  Futara  were  nomi- 
nated to  become  members  of  the  Executive  Committee, 
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The  present  members  of  the  Executive  are: 


Baron  Sakatani,  President 


Dr.  M.  Anesaki 
Mr.  S.  Imaoka 
Mr.  I.  Kanzaki 
Mr.  H.  Nagao 


Mr.  S.  Okuyama 
Prof.  T.  Tomoeda 
Dr.  K.  Watanabe 
Dr.  S.  Yamada 


The  following  items  were  unanimously  adopted: 

(1)  History  of  co-operation  of  religions  in  Japan:  Dr.  Anesaki. 

(2)  The  present  condition  of  education  in  Japan  regarding  international 
mindedness:  Professor  Tomoeda. 

(3)  The  aims  and  programme  regarding  the  establishment  of  an  Insti- 
tute for  Reconciliation  of  Thoughts  of  the  East  and  West  (discussed  at  the 
Japan  Religion  Congress  in  1928):  Mr.  Imaoka, 

(4)  The  present  status  of  translation  into  Japanese  (and  also,  from 
Japanese  into  foreign  languages)  of  scriptures  and  reference  books  of  the  re- 
ligions of  the  world:  Mr.  Watanabe. 

(5)  Shinto  doctrines  concerning  peace  and  the  Shinto  peace  movement: 
Mr.  Kanzaki. 

(6)  Buddhist  doctrines  concerning  peace  and  the  Buddhist  peace  move- 
ment: Mr.  Watanabe. 

(7)  Confucius’  doctrines  concerning  peace  and  the  Confucius  peace 
movement:  Dr.  Uno  or  Dr.  Hattori. 

(8)  Christian  doctrines  concerning  peace  and  the  Christian  peace  move- 
ment: Rev.  Dr.  Axling  and  Mr.  Nagao. 

(9)  The  facts  concerning  the  sympathy  shown  to  the  Japanese  people 
in  the  case  of  the  Great  Earthquake  and  Conflagration  in  1923:  Mr.  Tomoeda. 

(10)  The  current  of  anti-peace  thoughts:  Mr.  Okuyama. 

It  was  decided: 

( 1 ) To  hold  lecture  meetings  in  various  parts  of  the  country  in  co- 
operation with  the  League  of  Nations  Association  of  Japan  in  order  to  make 
known  the  aims  of  the  Conference. 

(2)  To  ask  the  Committeemen  to  contribute  articles  to  newspapers  and 
magazines. 

(3)  To  ask  for  an  expression  of  opinion  by  the  intelligentsia  concerning 
the  agenda  of  the  Conference  with  particular  reference  to  the  method  of  elimi- 
nating wars. 

(4)  To  invite  journalists  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  a close  contact 
with  them. 
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At  the  opening  session  the  Committee  was  welcomed  by 
the  Swiss  Government  in  the  person  of  Dr.  Haberlin,  who  said: 

"Your  most  difficult  task  is  to  discover  the  spiritual  forces 
which  can  overcome  the  destructive  influences  of  war.  The 
purely  mechanical  peace  method  which  believes  that  permanent 
peace  can  be  secured  by  abolishing  all  arms,  is  inadequate.  The 
root  of  war  lies  in  man’s  future.  So  long  as  with  every  new- 
born baby  boy  a soldier  is  born,  the  way  for  permanent  peace 
is  insecure.  In  my  opinion  we  must  therefore  stress  the  spiritual 
forces  of  humanity  which  alone  are  competent  to  change  the 
human  soul.  Only  religion  which  teaches  us  to  overcome  greed 
and  hatred  by  love,  can  purify  humanity,  the  humblest  member 
of  which  reflects  the  glory  of  the  divine.” 

He  invited  the  meeting  to  a reception  and  tea  at  the  Belle- 
vue Palace  Hotel  on  behalf  of  the  Canton  and  Federal  Govern- 
ment of  Berne. 

Bishop  Adolf  Kiiry  of  the  Old  Catholic  Church,  welcomed 
the  delegates  in  the  name  of  the  churches  of  Berne.  Councillor 
Diirenmatt  represented  the  Canton  of  Berne,  and  Dr.  Charles 
Stiicki  the  Political  Department  of  the  Federal  Government. 

Response  was  made  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  by  Mr. 
Yusuf  Ali,  Pastor  Jezequel  and  Professor  Hoffmann. 

Dr.  F.  Siegmund-Schultze,  the  German  Secretary,  reported 
that  the  different  points  of  view  between  the  German  delegates 
regarding  the  aims  of  the  Movement  as  revealed  at  the  Frankfort 
Meeting,  had  been  reconciled  and  a complete  understanding  had 
been  reached.  A German  Committee  had  been  formed,  and  con- 
sidered that  the  sole  aim  of  the  Congress  was  the  promoting  of 
international  peace.  No  union  of  religions,  either  in  aim  or 
method  (common  services,  etc.)  was  aimed  at.  The  German 
Committee  also  felt  that  there  must  be  much  more  intimate 
contact  between  the  representatives  of  the  different  religions  if 
the  Congress  was  to  be  a success. 

Pastor  Jules  Jezequel,  the  French  Secretary,  reported  that 
the  wide  circulation  of  the  reports  of  previous  conferences  had 
assured  the  collaboration  of  Catholic,  Protestant  and  Jewish 
personalities  in  the  Movement. 

Voted  that  these  reports  be  filed. 
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Mr.  G.  A.  Johnston,  of  the  International  Labour  Office, 
Geneva,  a member  of  the  Industrial  Section  of  the  Commission 
on  the  Causes  of  War,  said: 

"The  Industrial  Section  of  Commission  No.  1 had  its  first 
meeting  on  May  16th  at  the  International  Club  in  Geneva.  At 
this  meeting  there  was  informal  discussion  with  regard  to  the 
topics  and  general  plan  of  the  report  for  the  World  Conference. 
It  was  felt  very  necessary  that  the  Industrial  Section  should 
meet  together  with  the  Economic  Section,  in  order  that  the  two 
reports  should  be  planned  in  relation  to  one  another,  and  to 
avoid  repetition  and  overlapping. 

"A  second  meeting  was  accordingly  held  on  June  13  th 
(also  at  the  International  Club,  Geneva),  seven  Commissioners 
from  the  two  sections  being  present.  Under  the  able  guidance 
of  Sir  Arthur  Salter  who  presided,  the  reports  were  fully  dis- 
cussed and  finally  classified  into  the  following  divisions: 

"I.  Economic  Causes  of  War. 

"II.  Industrial  Causes  of  War. 

"The  plan  is,  for  both  these  sections,  that  there  shall  be  an 
introductory  paper  outlining  the  situation  in  general — giving  a 
unified  and  co-ordinated  view — and  subsequent  paper  discussing 
special  topics  that  seem  of  particular  significance  in  the  analysis 
of  economic  and  industrial  causes  of  war. 

"The  Industrial  Section  decided  to  meet  again  in  September, 
to  discuss  the  rough  draft  of  its  report.  Both  the  Economic  and 
Industrial  Sections  expect  to  have  their  final  reports  ready  by 
January  1,  1931. 

"The  Industrial  causes  of  war  are  not  generally  recognized 
until  actual  explosions  in  the  social  order  of  civilization  occur. 
Two  main  causes  are: 

"1.  Those  resulting  from  the  nature  of  modern  industrial- 
ism such  as  regimentation  and  discipline  of  labour,  concentra- 
tion of  population,  and  so  forth. 

"2.  Those  resulting  from  bad  conditions  of  work. 

"One  of  the  predisposing  causes  of  war  is  the  pressure  of 
population,  pointing  to  two  possible  solutions  only: 

"(a)  Emigration. 

"(b)  Super-industrialism. 
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"Both  lead  to  complications  which  might  be  called  pseudo- 
solutions. In  any  case  friction  arises.  Emigration  is  no  solution 
because  the  unrestricted  and  unoccupied  areas  on  the  planet  are 
practically  gone.  Lands  free  to  settlers  are  not  available,  or  if 
accessible  are  difficult  to  enter.  In  this  state  of  affairs  nations 
attempt  to  consider  colonization  by  force,  which  of  course  pro- 
duces war.  Moreover,  an  immigrant  settling  in  a country  is 
under  coercion  to  identify  himself  completely  as  a citizen  of  the 
country.  An  illiberal  spirit  of  coercion  in  such  cases  produces 
friction. 

"Consider  the  other  so-called  solution:  super-industrialism. 
The  prime  need  of  food  requires  articles  to  be  exported,  which 
in  turn  involves  the  supply  of  raw  materials  and  markets.  His- 
tory is  full  of  wars  that  result  from  this  type  of  super-indus- 
trialized expansion. 

"Another  main  category  among  the  industrial  causes  of 
war:  Bad  conditions  of  work,  'Ignorance  and  weariness  are  the 
best  foundations  for  the  war  tendency.’  Artificial  stimulation  of 
war  is  quite  possible  in  such  situations.  Unemployment  also 
demoralizes  the  worker’s  spirit.  He  questions  the  foundations  of 
his  own  society.  He  sympathetically  enters  into  feeling  rela- 
tions with  'the  solidarity  of  the  unemployed.’ 

"In  a word,  all  this  reduces  to  the  principle  of  the  infringe- 
ment of  social  justice. 

"The  work  of  diagnosis  is  the  main  function  of  the  Eco- 
nomic and  Industrial  Commission.  It  is  to  the  great  religious 
forces  of  the  world  that  we  must  look  for  the  consolidation  of 
the  peace  of  the  world.  To  the  churches  civilization  must  turn 
for  aid  against  the  predisposing  factors  in  war-mindedness 
among  the  nations. 

"A  great  danger  in  official  institutions,  for  example,  in 
Geneva,  is  to  be  so  engrossed  with  the  work-a-day  details  of  the 
problems  under  cognizance  that  the  great  primordial  objectives 
of  civilization  may  be  forgotten — that  is,  the  human  element  and 
the  spiritual  education  of  mankind  for  peace.  We  have  the 
liveliest  desire  for  the  close  collaboration  of  all  religious  forces, 
and  I take  pleasure  in  pointing  out  the  helpful  assistance  of  the 
Rev.  Father  Arnou,  through  whom  relations  with  Roman  Catho- 
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lie  organizations  are  advanced.  Dr.  Georges  Thelin,  of  the  staff 
of  the  International  Labour  Office,  renders  similar  assistance  in 
the  relations  of  Protestantism  to  social  problems.  The  co-opera- 
tion of  Jewish,  Buddhist  and  other  similar  groups  has  already 
guaranteed  a better  issue  out  of  the  problems  which  confront  a 
social  organization,  because  all  alike  are  animated  by  the  convic- 
tion that  spiritual  values  underlie  the  economic  order,  and  that 
the  safety  of  civilization  against  war  rests  upon  the  full  appre- 
ciation of  the  spiritual  nature  of  human  nature. 

"In  summary  I might  say  that  I feel  no  particular  fear  of 
a conflagration  breaking  out  in  our  generation,  for  war  has 
already  cost  us  too  much  to  forget  so  soon.  However,  I am  con- 
cerned with  the  next  generation  with  its  present  tendency  to  con- 
vert the  bloody  business  of  war  into  some  sort  of  romance.  I 
have  noted  among  Universities  a renaissance  of  view  that  war  is 
glamorous.  Certain  students  maintain  that  'World  peace  is  a 
menace.’ 

"The  religious  forces  of  the  world  should  have  under  cog- 
nizance this  state  of  affairs,  and  proceed  deliberately  to  prepare 
the  mind  of  youth  against  such  errors  in  order  to  make  per- 
manent the  peace  of  the  world  through  Religion.” 

Mr.  Henry  Polak  of  London,  and  Mr.  C.  F.  Andrews,  re- 
ported on  the  meeting  of  the  Racial  Section  of  the  Commission 
on  the  Causes  of  War,  urging  that  inter-racial  institutions  or 
commissions  of  a voluntary  character  should  be  established, 
which  could,  perhaps,  be  linked  together  in  Geneva,  where  atten- 
tion would  be  called  to  the  problems  of  race,  so  that  religious 
bodies  could  play  their  part  in  finding  a solution  to  the  causes 
of  racial  friction. 


Place  of  World  Conference 

The  Business  Committee  reported  that  Calcutta,  Colombo, 
Geneva,  Jerusalem,  and  other  places  had  been  carefully  and 
thoroughly  considered  and  that  last  winter  it  had  been  decided 
to  postpone  the  World  Conference  until  1932.  At  that  time  an 
invitation  had  been  received  from  the  American  Committee  of 
the  United  States  Congress,  inviting  the  World  Conference  to 
Washington,  D.  C.,  and  the  Business  Committee  desired  to  accept 
this  invitation. 
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Sir  Francis  Younghusband  then  moved  the  following  resolu- 
tions which  were  carried  unanimously. 

1.  The  Business  Committee  unanimously  recommends  that 
this  Executive  Committee  gratefully  accept  the  invitation  of 
the  Committee  appointed  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States 
of  America  to  hold  the  World  Conference  in  November,  1932, 
in  Washington. 

2.  The  Business  Committee  recommends  that  the  Execu- 
tive Committee  leave  the  decision  of  the  place,  dates,  and  other 
details  in  the  hands  of  the  Business  Committee. 

Monsieur  de  Montbrison,  in  reporting  on  the  meeting  of 
Commission  No.  2,  which  is  investigating  the  spiritual  resources 
of  mankind  with  which  war  can  be  met,  said  that  a wish  had 
been  unanimously  expressed  that  in  the  subdivision  of  that  Com- 
mission the  item  “religion”  should  be  considered  as  an  introduc- 
tion to  the  other  forms  of  spiritual  activities,  instead  of  being 
placed  on  the  same  line  as  previously.  This,  he  thought,  was  in 
keeping  with  the  nature  of  the  Congress.  They  could  read,  for 
instance:  "What  can  the  Religions  do;  and  through  them,  what 
can  the  Scientific,  etc.,  bring  about?”  He  stated  that  a full 
meeting  of  Commission  No.  2 would  be  organized  towards  the 
end  of  May,  1931. 

Professor  S.  de  Madariaga,  who  had  been  unanimously 
elected  as  Chairman  of  Commission  No.  1,  dealing  with  the 
Causes  of  War,  then  gave  an  address  in  which  he  pointed  out 
some  of  the  economic,  social  and  racial  difficulties  and  ills  which 
disturb  the  peace  of  the  world.  He  laid  special  stress  upon  the 
evil  which  grows  out  of  an  approach  to  a solution  of  these 
questions  on  purely  nationalistic  grounds,  and  professed  that  he 
himself  was  a world  citizen  as  well  as  a member  of  his  own 
national  community.  Fundamentally  every  question  is  a re- 
ligious question,  and  none  of  the  causes  of  war  can  be  removed 
excepting  as  men  approach  them  in  the  spirit  of  a great,  com- 
pelling religious  motive. 

The  President  of  the  Swiss  Republic,  Dr.  Musy,  brought 
greetings  from  the  Government,  saying: 

"I  come  as  representative  of  the  Government  and  our  peo- 
ple to  congratulate  you  on  your  splendid  activities  and  initiative. 
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When  you  go  home  to  your  own  countries,  I trust  you  will  con- 
tinue to  spread  the  same  spirit  as  is  exemplified  in  this  meeting, 
and  may  your  deliberations  help  to  bring  peace  and  goodwill  to 
all  men.” 

An  Address  to  All  Religious  People 

Dr.  Merrill  moved,  and  Sir  Francis  Younghusband  seconded, 
the  following  resolution: 

"That  the  Business  Committee  be  requested  to  arrange  for 
the  preparation  of  an  address  to  all  religious  people  throughout 
the  world,  to  be  issued  by  the  Conference  in  1932,  which  shall 
not  so  much  present  details  as  appeal  to  religious  motives;  and 
shall  call  for  increased  loyalty  and  devotion  on  the  part  of  all.” 


Memorial  to  Dr.  Fridtjof  Nansen 

Mr.  Mountfort  Mills  moved  the  following  minute: 

"As  we,  members  of  the  Executive  Committee  and  Asso- 
ciates who  have  come  together  for  preparation  of  the  first 
World  Conference  for  International  Peace  Through  Religion, 
are  now  about  to  separate,  we  call  to  memory  in  deepest  grati- 
tude that  great  man  whose  labours  for  humanity,  regardless  of 
creed,  of  race  or  of  nation,  are  known  the  world  over,  and  who 
from  the  outset  of  our  work  together  in  Geneva  in  1928  gave  to 
us  his  active  support  and  encouragement — Dr.  Fridtjof  Nansen. 

"Since  our  last  meeting  a year  ago  in  Frankfort,  he  has 
been  taken  from  among  us.  But  his  lofty  spirit,  his  gracious 
personality  and  his  noble  achievements  endure  and  will  always 
be  for  us  in  our  efforts  a summons  and  inspiration  to  ceaseless 
and  ever  higher  and  higher  endeavor  toward  the  realization  of 
our  great  purpose.” 

Report  of  Business  Committee 

It  was  agreed: 

1.  That  the  reports  of  the  four  Commissions  should  form 
two  volumes,  and  the  second  volume  should  contain  the  pro- 
gramme for  the  World  Conference. 

2.  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Editorial  Committee  should 
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receive  the  reports  of  the  Commissions  as  approved  by  the  Chair- 
man of  each,  and  make  alterations  in  consultation  with  the 
Chairman. 

3.  That  each  volume  contain  a report  in  the  three  lan- 
gues,  and  the  Business  Committee  determine  the  length  of  the 
reports;  and  that  15,000  words  should  be  the  maximum  number 
of  words  in  each  report.  This  figure  would  include  the  appen- 
dices owing  to  the  extra  expense  involved. 

4.  That  each  Commission  should  produce  a summary  of 
its  report  for  circulation  among  the  general  public,  with  a list 
of  sub-headings  and  table  of  contents. 

The  following  were  nominated  as  members  of  the  Editorial 
Committee: 

Mr.  Arthur  Porritt,  Chairman 

Dr.  F.  Siegmund-Schultze,  Secretary 

Pastor  E.  Gounelle 

Dr.  Alfred  W.  Martin 

Mr.  H.  Wickham  Steed 

Mr.  Allen  P.  Ames. 

It  was  also  agreed: 

That  the  next  meeting  of  the  Executive  Committee  should 
be  held  in  Geneva,  commencing  on  August  9,  1931,  and  that  it 
was  recommended  that  the  reports  of  Commissions  should  be 
ready  for  submission  to  their  respective  Chairmen  on  January  1st 
next,  and  then  submitted  to  Mr.  Porritt,  Chairman  of  the  Edi- 
torial Committee. 

That  the  Commissions  hold  meetings  at  this  time  also. 

That  there  should  be  a Ways  and  Means  Committee  which 
should  meet  early  this  autumn  to  decide  on  the  budget  for  the 
Commissions.  It  was  also  agreed  that  it  was  impossible  at  the 
present  time  to  state  what  sum  would  be  allowed  to  each  Com- 
mission, but  that  this  would  be  reported  after  the  meeting  of  the 
Ways  and  Means  Committee. 

The  General  Secretary  read  a telegram  of  good  wishes  re- 
ceived from  Dr.  Rabindranath  Tagore  from  Berlin. 

The  thanks  of  the  Committee  to  the  various  authorities 
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were  expressed  by  the  following  resolutions  moved  by  Dr.  Her- 
man Neander  and  Mr.  Mountfort  Mills: 

"This  Executive  Committee  and  Associates  in  session  for  the 
preparation  of  the  first  World  Conference  for  International 
Peace  Through  Religion,  offer  to  the  President  and  Federal  Coun- 
cil of  Switzerland  and  to  the  Canton  of  Berne  their  most  sincere 
and  heartfelt  appreciation  of  the  generous  hospitality  they  have 
received  in  the  City  of  Berne  during  the  unforgettable  days  from 
the  12th  to  the  15th  of  August,  1930. 

"The  traditions  and  ideals  of  which  Vice-President  Haberlin 
spoke  with  so  much  eloquence  at  the  opening  sessions  of  the 
meeting,  and  which  have  permeated  the  atmosphere  surrounding 
our  work,  have  been  of  the  greatest  inspiration. 

"May  this  Spirit  of  Peace  which  has  so  glorified  the  history 
of  Switzerland  for  over  three  hundred  years,  penetrate  ever 
more  and  more  deeply  into  the  heart  of  humanity!” 

The  Chairman,  Dr.  Shailer  Mathews,  in  his  closing  address 
said  that  at  Geneva  in  1928,  there  had  been  optimism  and  hope 
born  of  inexperience.  Last  year’s  meeting  at  Frankfort  had  re- 
sulted in  the  focussing  of  the  aims  of  the  Conference,  and  had 
resulted  in  the  appointment  of  the  Commissions.  The  meeting 
at  Berne  had  taken  a step  towards  the  orderly  conduct  of  the 
preparations  now  to  be  centered  in  the  work  of  the  Commis- 
sions. And  finally  the  friendship  and  fellowship  gained  at  all 
these  meetings  was  increasing  and  beginning  to  bear  practical  and 
definite  results  which  would  ensure  the  success  of  the  World 
Conference  in  1932. 
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